
Today, a child diagnosed with cancer in a developed country has an 80% chance of 
being cured.  Unfortunately, this is not true for India where, of the 75,000 children with 
recorded cancer every year, less than 20% survive. Furthermore, among the estimated 
2.5 million people in India living with HIV/AIDS, 70,000 are children under the age of 15. 
In India, where less than 0.4% of the needy have any access to palliative care  
programs specially designed to address the needs of children are few and far  between.  

MNJ Institute of Oncology is a 300 bedded tertiary care hospital for the state of Andhra 
Pradesh, India (population of 65 million). Every year the hospital sees 1000 children 
with cancer.  

Most of the children require long, intensive curative treatment. Painful procedures, 
various symptoms and the emotional trauma of facing a potentially life threatening 
illness, all cause enormous suffering. Many children develop severe anxiety, depression 
and become withdrawn and incommunicative. Families often travel long distances and 
stay in the hospital for weeks together. At a time when the need for community and 
family support is the most, they are deprived of it totally. Very early in our endeavor to 
cure these children, we realized the dire need for an effective palliative care program for 
children suffering from cancer and their families aimed at physical, psychosocial and 
spiritual well-being. 

MNJIO Pain Relief and Palliative Care Program, is a collaborative program of MNJ 
Institute of Oncology & Regional Cancer Centre, International Network for Cancer 
Treatment and Research (INCTR) and Pallium India, added pediatric palliative care to 
their service in the year 2007. The primary goal of the program is zero-tolerance to pain 
– every effort is made to keep a child pain free and to incorporate palliative care into the 
care of the child right from the time of diagnosis. In the year 2012, we have already 
seen and provided palliative care for 3183 children in the hospital and with the help of a 
unique home-based care program called,’ Life At Your Door Step’.  

Eligibility: MBBS with MD, Pediatrics/ Diploma in clinical specialty. 

Last date of application- 15-12-2012 

Intake of Course – January 1st 2013  

For Details Contact: Phone: 040- 23397000, 09177238901 

Email: mnj.palliative@gmail.com 

 

mailto:mnj.palliative@gmail.com

